Good Stewards
Winter 2018

152TBD

United in faith, we bring the Reign of the Sacred Heart to the world

Contents
• A Legacy of Devotion.............1
• Fr. Dominic’s Message...........2
• Good Shepherd and
Sacred Heart............................2
• Giving and Receiving.............3
• Fr. Dominic’s Jubilee
Celebration...............................4

Pictured here: some of
the Kelly family
celebrating Trudy’s
85th birthday.

• Benefactors Join us on
Mission Visits...........................5
• Major Renovations
for Monastery..........................6

Extend your generosity
beyond your lifetime.
When naming charitable
beneficiaries in your plans, make
certain that your attorney uses the
correct legal name of the intended
recipients in order to avoid
confusion and unnecessary delays.

Our legal name is:
Priests of the Sacred Heart
Sacred Heart Monastery
P.O. Box 367
Hales Corners, WI 53130

A Legacy of Devotion
God didn’t promise days
without pain, laughter without
sorrow, nor sun without rain,
but he did promise strength for
the day, comfort for the tears and
light for the way.
Bob and Trudy Kelly
recently invited us to visit
with them in their hometown
of Grand Rapids, MI. After
getting to know them, I must
say that they are the opposite
of what some experts might
project for people raised in
abusive households.
Bob and Trudy describe
their early years as very
challenging, growing up in
extremely poor immigrant
families amid an atmosphere
of dysfunction, driven by

alcohol and physical abuse.
Through this adversity,
however, they were blessed.
Even though their parents
rarely attended church, both
families insisted on a Catholic
education for each of them.
Under the educational
guidance of nuns, their
exposure to the Catholic faith
blossomed and grew. Trudy
recalls a day when “my 2nd
grade teacher took me into
church, and when she pointed
to a statue of the Sacred Heart,
she told me of all the blessings
He would bestow on me if I
had a strong devotion to Him.”
“This is how I became
a follower of the Sacred
Heart, and He has carried me
(continued on page 3)
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The Good Shepherd
and The Sacred Heart
February 11 is World Day for
the Sick. Introduced by Pope
John Paul II as a way for believers
to offer prayers for those suffering
from illnesses, it is also a day to
look at ourselves, physically and
spiritually, and ask, “What is
there in my own life that needs
healing?”
Coincidentally, World Day for
the Sick is just a few days before
Ash Wednesday. Both events offer
us a time to be thankful for all
that God has given us. It is also
a time to care for others as God
cares for us! As we are reminded
in the book of Sirach, “Conduct
your affairs with humility and you
will be loved more than a giver
of gifts…and you will find favor
with God.” (Sir 3:17-18)
God bless you!
				
Fr. Dominic, SCJ
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Below is a quote from our
founder Fr. Leo John Dehon
on the Good Shepherd and the
Sacred Heart:
“I have never had a better
appreciation of the catacombs.
I’ve become enamored of them.
I went there many times; I
never tired of them. This time,
I wanted to study them from
the point of view of the Sacred
Heart, and I found many
insights there. The touching
and delightful paintings which
cover the walls all preach about
the Sacred Heart.
The symbol that recurs
most often, in every corner and
in every chapel, is that of the
Good Shepherd. He assumes
every pose and has a variety
of attributes, but he is always
a loving shepherd, a shepherd
with a devoted and generous
heart. He has a noble bearing
and a handsome face; but he is
gentle, humble, kind. He almost
always has a sheep on his
shoulders. It is the lost sheep,
the wounded sheep, and he
carries it with obvious kindness
and tenderness. It rests on his
neck and delights in the love of
his shepherd.
Often the Shepherd carries
a pail of milk, symbol of the
Eucharist, symbol also of the
maternal care that the Shepherd
has for his sheep. The Good
Shepherd often has a Pan flute
or Apollo’s flute in his hand,
which depicts him as the ideal
of beauty and the source of
inspiration. He is surrounded
by sheep. There are some
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ungrateful sheep who turn
away from him; he sends the
apostles to bring them back.
Many graze peacefully at his
feet. Several kiss his hands; he
caresses them. Some, visibly
intoxicated with love for their
shepherd, leap about. They
stretch up towards him as if to
take hold of him and embrace
him.
Place a heart on the chest
of this picture of the Good
Shepherd and you could not
have a better expression of the
full mystique of the Sacred
Heart.”
—Leo John Dehon, SCJ,
Daily Notes, January 18, 1891

Pictured here is the Good
Shepherd statue that Bob
and Trudy Kelly donated,
creating a legacy in their
family’s name. The statue
will be gracing the
entrance to the Novitiate.

Giving and Receiving
As the New Year beckons
us to make new resolutions,
prepare for the future and give
to those charitable organizations
that are important to us, we
would like to share with you
how you can give more from
your existing assets as well as
receive more for your needs!
Although the most common
gift is a cash donation, you may
want to consider one of the
following options that might
hold more tax benefits for you:
Giving
• Gifts from appreciated
assets can eliminate, reduce
or bypass capital gains taxes
you may be responsible for.
• Donations from any source
can allow you a charitable

deduction, but the amount
you can claim depends on if
the donation is an outright
gift or for a Charitable Gift
Annuity.
• Gifts of money from
IRAs and other sources
that require you to take a
distribution can reduce your
taxes when paired with
giving to a charity.
• Naming a charity as
beneficiary of an insurance
policy, IRA, bond or bank
account can be initiated
simply by filling out a form.
Getting back
• You can make your gift for
a specific cause, such as
seminary support, feeding
the poor or education – and

leave a legacy in your name.
• You can establish a
Charitable Gift Annuity for
you, for you and someone
else, or for a loved one, and
receive income for life.
You can make a real difference
in someone’s life! A gift in any
amount moves the Priests of the
Sacred Heart one step closer to
filling vital needs here in the
US and in 40 other countries
around the world.
Make this year the year you
make an impact. Contact Pam
to discuss options, benefits and
most importantly, how you can
bring the love of His Sacred
Heart to those in need.
Your greatness is not what you
have, it’s what you give.

A Legacy of Devotion (from the cover)
through numerous sorrows
and tribulations, all of my
life! And He led me to how I
learned about the Priests of the
Sacred Heart from a visiting
missionary priest at our parish.”
Their Catholic faith set the
foundation for bringing up their
5 children, 15 grandchildren
and 21 great grandchildren
– all of whom followed the
family tradition of a Catholic
education.
Bob and Trudy lived by the
“PPP” philosophy for raising
their family:
• Preparation
• Prayer
• Participation
They are so proud to say
that all of their children are
practicing Catholics today!
“Both Bob and I attribute all
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that we are and ever will be to
the Sacred Heart of Jesus.”
The prayerful and financial
support Bob and Trudy have
shared has been a blessing.
In addition to establishing
Sacred Heart Charitable Gift
Annuities where they receive
lifetime income, they have
recently made a donation
for the purchase of a Good
Shepherd statue, utilizing
the IRA Qualified Charitable
Contribution that Congress
made permanent. The statue
will grace the entrance to the
new Novitiate House for young
men discerning their vocation.
The generosity of friends
like Bob and Trudy Kelly
enables the Priests of the Sacred
Heart to fulfill our mission, and
recalls this lovely quote:
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“When I stand before God at
the end of my life, I would hope
that I would have not a single
bit of talent left and could say,
‘I used everything You gave
me.’” —Erma Bombeck
If Bob and Trudy’s story
has inspired you to make a
difference or create a legacy,
contact Pam at 1-866-268-0157
or email her at pmilczarski@
poshusa.org

Fr. Dominic’s Jubilee
Celebration
Last year Fr. Dominic
celebrated the 50th
anniversary of his priestly
vows. Pictured are a few
photos from our office
celebration honoring his
Jubilee, along with some
congratulatory messages
selected from the many sent
by our friends around the
country.
“I am honored to have
been a part of your life at
Sacred Heart Monastery
for many years through
my prayers and financial
support, and that you and
all of the wonderful priests
there have been such a
special part of mine.” Bea
V., San Antonio, TX
“Congratulations on
your 50 years! May God
continue to bless you with
good health and continued
success in your ministry. I
am 102 years old now but
I thank God every day for
my countless blessings.”
Julia K., Hooversville, PA
“Words cannot express
the deep gratitude I feel
for all your spiritual
guidance in your letters
and prayers. People have
experienced incredible
miracles with your
prayers.” Helena A.,
Fountain Hills, AZ

“Several years ago,
I was honored to meet
and visit with you, and
as a result our friendship
began! May God continue
to bless you in your
ministry.” Margaret B.,
Westland, MI
“Congratulations on
your Jubilee. I thank you
for all your hard work.
Thank you for returning
my calls when I asked for
prayers. I knew the Sacred
Heart of Jesus would
listen.” Elgin R., San
Francisco, CA
“Thank you so much
for your 50 years of
dedication. We would
be lost sheep without
spiritual direction from
devoted priests such as
yourself. Thank you for
helping us reach our
eternal reward.” Teresa
M., Dallas, TX
“Thank you for the
many years of service you
have given to the needy
people in all walks of life.
We need more people to
improve our living world
and guard the hostility
among people in all
nations.” Mary S., Fort
Worth, TX
“Congratulations!
Thank you for your many
letters that give much
thought for meditation.”
Agnes G., Granite City, IL
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Benefactors Join us on Mission Visits
Fr. Dominic and Pam Milczarski recently
returned from three weeks in our missions in
India and Vietnam. On this special trip, they
were blessed to be joined by some dedicated
supporters of our overseas missions. Bob and
Mary from Michigan accompanied them to
both countries, and Pat from North Carolina
met up with them in Vietnam.
The opportunity to see firsthand the work
that the Priests of the Sacred Heart do in
our missions was gratifying for not only our
benefactors but also for the SCJ communities
that were visited. The benefactors received
an immersive experience in the culture of
the different missions and were humbled to
witness the devotion of ministry in action.
Our priests and brothers gained a greater
appreciation for the people whose generosity
enables their work.
We hope you enjoy reading about the
journey!
Would you like to join the Priests of the
Sacred Heart on an overseas mission visit?
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Please contact Pam Milczarski at 1-866-2680157 or send her an email at pmilczarski@
poshusa.org.
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Major Renovations Planned for Sacred
Heart Monastery
The Priests of the Sacred Heart have
announced plans for a significant renovation to
Sacred Heart Monastery, home to Sacred Heart
Seminary and School of Theology.
For 50 years, the seminary has been home to
men preparing to serve the Lord wherever the
need is greatest. Today, however, the building
is showing its age. It lacks the modern facilities
expected of a place to live and study in the 21st
century.
In the renovation phase to begin in 2018,
residential and student rooms will be remodeled
to provide a shared bathroom between rooms,
replacing common lavatories and shower rooms
down the hall. Living spaces will be upgraded
for proper fire safety, and the electrical system be
overhauled to meet current standards.
One of the biggest changes will be the
addition of a new, more spacious elevator. This
is very important as it will allow emergency
personnel to quickly reach anyone in crisis on the
top floors.
These improvements are costly. Yet they are
necessary. We need a bright, modern facility
that reflects the vitality and excellence of our
seminary programs.
Known for its innovation, Sacred Heart
Seminary and School of Theology stands among
the major US seminaries preparing candidates
for the priesthood. We need to continue to
draw men from across the country – and around
the world – to serve Christ and minister to
the thousands of Catholics in parishes lacking
enough priests.
If you feel called to lend your support to
this vital renovation project, you are invited to
contact Pam Milczarski at 1-866-268-0157 or
via email at pmilczarski@poshusa.org. You can
learn about special recognition opportunities
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for sponsoring rooms for students or priests,
windows, skylights and more. Your participation
in this important upgrade of our 50-year-old
Monastery is greatly appreciated!

